ALA Delegate Report:

2007 National Library Legislative Day

The American Library Association sponsored its 33rd National Library Legislative Day on May 1-2, 2007.  The Nevada delegation consisted of:  Daniel Waters, Verlia Davis-Hoggard, Debbie Jacobs, Denise Gerdes, Karen Starr, Nicole Winslow and Arthur Cabrales.  

On May 1st, the Washington Office of the American Library Association conducted a “Briefing Day” to prepare the state delegations for their planned congressional visits on May 2nd.  The topics included the following:
Appropriations

· Improving Literacy Through School Libraries

· Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA)

· Proposed Amendments to the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001

· Loan Forgiveness

Telecommunications/Internet

· Broadband Deployment
· E-Rate and Anti-Deficiency Act
· Blocking of Interactive Web Applications
· Network Neutrality
Government Issues

· Open Government Legislation

· Federal Libraries

Privacy & Surveillance

· Real I.D. Act

· U.S. National Security Letters/U.S.A. Patriot Act

On May 2nd, the Nevada delegation attended a constituent breakfast hosted by Congressman Heller, Porter and Congresswoman Berkley.  This provided the opportunity for informal conversations with all three House of Representatives members.  This was followed by individual visits with legislative aides from the offices of Congressman Heller and Porter.  The entire delegation was able to meet in person with Congresswoman Berkley.  Finally, to finish off the day, the delegation was able to meet with legislative aides from the offices of Senator Reid and Ensign.
As a bonus, Daniel Walters and Debbie Jacobs were able to attend a constituent breakfast hosted by both Senator Reid and Senator Ensign on May 3rd.  This was a great opportunity for photographs as well as informal conversations with both of Nevada’s senators.

As the 2008 President of the Nevada Library Association, Denise Gerdes will be participating in the 2008 National Library Legislative Day.  Also participating will be the NLA President-Elect, Jeanette Hammons, NLA Government Relations Officer, Sara Jones, and the ALA Delegate, Arthur Cabrales.
